Surname 1

Name
Tutor
Course Information
Date
False Hope in the American Dream
The early 20th century was notable for the popularization of the American Dream. Society was made aware of the possibility of becoming rich and famous despite the humble backgrounds one may have come from. Various works of literature emerged to capture the experiences of people during that period. Two works that perfectly embodied that period of American history are The Crack-Up and Winter Games by F. Scott Fitzgerald. Both works focus on the American Dream which brought high levels of hope and ambitions among the people. Fitzgerald composed these two works to show that success came at a high cost. 
In both works, Fitzgerald addresses the apparently false offer of equality to those who believed in the potential of the American Dream. In The Crack-Up, he describes how he thought that ascension to the higher social classes would help him become more content with life. He sought riches and even married Zelda after her rich family had looked down on him for a long time. After gaining financial freedom and high social status, he still experienced difficulty in life. His wife suffered from mental illness and Fitzgerald himself also suffered from mental anguish after falling from his high societal standing before he reached the age of forty (Fitzgerald, 12). It is a story of how one can fall from a life of success and glamour to a life of despair and emptiness. He felt his illusions about himself and life being stripped away, leaving him with nothing to look forward to in life. He states that he was left a cracked man and did not know which way to turn. It is similar to Winter Dreams in which Dexter starts from a humble background and works his way to the top. Once he gets there, he does not enjoy the material benefits that come with it and instead has to serve in the military for seven years. Upon his return, he is told that Judy, the woman he yearned for during most of his earlier years, had married an irresponsible friend of his and that she was no longer beautiful (Fitzgerald, 31). The two works are similar in that neither Dexter nor Fitzgerald achieved the expected fruits of the American Dream. People expected to find ultimate happiness when they became wealthy and famous but Fitzgerald used these works to show that the American Dream offered false hope.
One can tell that both works are written by the same author. There is a common theme of reality in relation to fantasy. The American Dream had convinced many that wealth and happiness were attainable and within reach of every person in American society. It resulted in people developing fantasies about their potential riches and made people seemingly forget about the reality of the situation. Fitzgerald uses Dexter as an improvised version of himself while Judy and Zelda are notably similar. Both Fitzgerald and Dexter saw their love interests as ideals of womanhood and the perfect piece to complement their ascension to the top. They both believed that marrying a woman of high social standing was the embodiment of perfect love because it would complete their own journey from humble backgrounds to riches.
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